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60 Penn's Proposals for a Second Settlement in Pennsylvania. 



PBNN'S PEOPOSALS FOE A SECOND SETTLEMENT IN 
THE PEOVINCE OP PENNSYLVANIA. 

The frontispiece to the present number of The Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine is a facsimile of the original broadside, 
" Some Proposals for a Second Settlement in the Province 
of Pennsylvania," in the collections of the American Philo- 
sophical Society of Philadelphia, and is among the rarest 
connected with the early history of the Province. 

Less than a decade after Penn had laid out his city on the 
Delaware, the success of his improvement and the current 
of emigration which was fast entering the Province induced 
him to select the site for a new city on the east bank of the 
Susquehanna River, near where the Conestoga Creek flows 
into it. To bring this projected " Second Settlement" to the 
attention of the public, Penn employed Andrew Sowle, iu 
1690, to print his " Proposals," in which he sets forth the 
great advantages of his Province in location, " the known 
Goodness of the Soyle," that nature was prolific in vege- 
table life ; that in its forests grew many valuable woods ; 
that game of all kinds abounded ; that fish of divers sorts 
filled the streams; that the most liberal terms would be 
given to all purchasers of land, which would "be clear of 
all Indian pretentions;" that the new city would become a 
great centre of Indian trafiic and commercial activity, and 
that roads and waterways were projected to connect the 
Delaware and Susquehanna Elvers. " And further, I do 
promise to agree with every Purchaser that shall be willing 
to treat with me between this and next Spring, upon all 
such reasonable conditions, as shall be thought necessary 
for their accommodation, intending, if God please, to return 
with what speed I can, and my Family with me, in order to 
our future residence." 
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Penn, with his family, (iid visit the Province, but nine 
years after the date of his " Proposals," and he had long 
before known of the failure of his proposed " Second Settle- 
ment" on the banks of the Susquehanna. 

The town of Lancaster, however, at a later period, be- 
came an important centre of Indian traffic and commercial 
activity, due to the enterprise of its inhabitants and the 
merchants of the capital of the Province. 



